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Today, the DfE produced updated guidance on the wearing of face masks where transmission of the Coronavirus is 
defined as either high or very high under the local COVID alert level framework. This guidance is consistent with 
the World Health Organisation’s (WHO) new advice for additional precautionary measures in areas where the 
transmission of Coronavirus is defined as high or very high.

Under the local COVID alert level framework,  the transmission of the Coronavirus in Kirklees and Calderdale is 
defined as high.

In an area defined as high, in education settings where Year 7 and above are educated, it is strongly advised that face 
coverings should be worn:
·         when moving around indoors, such as in corridors, where a safe 2 metre social distance is difficult to maintain
·         when in communal areas, such as the LRC, the Study Centre, the IT suite, a dining area (unless eating and/or 
drinking), if a safe 2 metre social distance is difficult to maintain

The DfE do not advise that face masks are worn in classrooms where other protective measures are in place 
(windows open, seating arranged facing the front (or the wall in IT classrooms), students arranged sitting side by side, 
wipes or disinfectant provided for cleaning equipment (College and own), hand sanitiser is provided, teacher at a 2 
metre distance from learners etc.), which mean the risks of transmission are lowered, and also because they might 
inhibit learning.

In the light of this DfE update it is even more important than ever that you respect the College’s rules for the wearing 
of face masks, updated to reflect this new guidance.

Face masks should be worn:
·         on a public service bus, on a College bus, in a car share
·         from the moment you step onto the College campus, either from New Hey Road, or in the College bus bay, or 
in the College car parks and when you make your way to a College building (new)
·         entering, moving around and moving between College classrooms and College buildings
·         in communal areas, such as the LRC, the Study Centre, the IT suite, independent Study Hubs
·         outside the College buildings, unless you can maintain a safe 2 metre social distance from others (new)

Face masks ideally should also be worn in the dining areas, if seated but not eating and/or drinking. The other key 
way to lower the risk of transmission in the dining areas is to respect the Rule of 6.

You can choose to wear a face visor or a face mask in classrooms, if this makes you feel safer, in addition to the other 
DfE advised protective measures in place in classrooms.

Wearing a face mask as outlined above protects you and protects others 
(including your family) from the virus. This is why both the DfE and WHO are 
now strongly advising you to wear them.

From today onwards, we expect you to wear a face mask, as you should wear 
one. You can expect to be challenged, if you are not doing so.

Thank you

Angela

PLEASE PUT ON 
YOUR FACEMASK
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